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and must avoid conflicts of private in-
terests with public duties and respon-
sibilities. In accord with these prin-
ciples, the regulations in this part are 
issued to inform HHS employees and 
special Government employees what 
standards of conduct are expected of 
them in performing their duties and 
what activities are permitted or pro-
hibited both while they are employed 
and after their employment with the 
Department is ended.

§ 73.735–102 Definitions. 
In this part: 
(a) Employee means an officer or em-

ployee of HHS other than a special 
Government employee and includes 
Commissioned Officers of the Public 
Health Service who are on active duty, 
and individuals on assignment or detail 
to HHS pursuant to the Intergovern-
mental Personnel Act (5 U.S.C. 3371–
3376). The term also includes HHS em-
ployees who are detailed to non-Fed-
eral or other Federal organizations. At 
times the term ‘‘regular employee’’ is 
used in place of ‘‘employee’’ to make a 
clear distinction between special Gov-
ernment employees and others em-
ployed by the Federal government. 

(b) Special Government employee means 
an individual who is retained, des-
ignated, appointed, or employed to per-
form temporary duties either on a full-
time or intermittent basis, with or 
without compensation, for not to ex-
ceed 130 days during any period of 365 
consecutive days. 

(c) Person means an individual, a cor-
poration, a company, an association, a 
firm, a partnership or any other orga-
nization. 

(d) Former employee means a former 
employee of HHS or former special 
Government employee as defined in 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(e) Principal Operating Component has 
the meaning given to that term in the 
Department’s General Administration 
Manual. In addition, when used in 
these regulations, it includes the Office 
of the Secretary. 

(f) Department means the Department 
of Health and Human Services.

§ 73.735–103 Applicability. 
(a) The regulations in this part apply 

to all employees of the Department and 

to special Government employees to 
the extent indicated in Subparts J and 
K. They apply whether an employee is 
on leave, including leave without pay, 
or on duty. 

(b) These regulations may be supple-
mented by regulations governing prin-
cipal operating components, or sub-
units of principal operating compo-
nents, provided the clearance and pub-
lication requirements for standards of 
conduct regulations are met and ap-
proval is obtained from the Depart-
ment Ethics Counselor and the Assist-
ant Secretary for Personnel Adminis-
tration.

Subpart B—Responsibilities

§ 73.735–201 Employees and super-
visors. 

(a) Employees and special Govern-
ment employees shall be responsible 
for observing all generally accepted 
rules of conduct and the specific provi-
sions of law and the regulations of this 
part that apply to them. They are re-
quired to become familiar with these 
regulations and to exercise informed 
judgments to avoid misconduct or con-
flicts of interest. They shall secure ap-
provals when required and file finan-
cial disclosure reports or statements in 
accordance with the provisions of this 
part. Failure to observe any of these 
regulations may be cause for discipli-
nary action. Some of the provisions are 
required by law and carry criminal 
penalties which are in addition to any 
disciplinary action which could be 
taken. When employees have doubts 
about any provision, they should con-
sult their supervisor, personnel office, 
or the Department Ethics Counselor or 
a deputy counselor. 

(b) Supervisors, because of their day-
to-day relationships with employees, 
are responsible to a large degree for 
making sure high standards of conduct 
are maintained. They must become fa-
miliar with the Department’s stand-
ards of conduct regulations and apply 
the standards to the work they do and 
supervise. Supervisors shall take suit-
able action, including disciplinary ac-
tion in accordance with Subpart L of 
these regulations, when violations 
occur.
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